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New Logging Line In Arizona 
Opens For Service 


Operating the only logging railroad in either Arizona or 
New Mexico, Saginaw and Manistee Lumber Co. and South- 
west Lumber Mills, Inc., both of Flagstaff, Arizona, in May of 
this year secured the railroad from the Arizona Lumber and 
Timber Co. It is now about 26 miles long, extending into the 
Coccinino National Forest, with eight miles of new line ex- 
pected to be built this summer. A 214 mile section was re- 
built to 1 percent eliminating a switchback and 4 percent 
grades. 

Longe range plans are to eventually build 75 miles of 
line in about 20 or 30 years to reach into the companies’ 
timber reserves. 

Motive power at present includes three locomotives, one 
of which is a shay. The roundhouse is located at the Southwest 
mill and the shops at the Saginaw mill are being enlarged to 
handle the railroad equipment. 











Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


We've been getting quite a kick out of the letters from 
our members in the armed forces both here and overseas. The 
Western Railroader is going to local fans in England, Africa, 
Persia, Australia, Alaska and the Islands of the South Pacific. 
More and more fans are going in every month and by our 
figures about 70 percent of the active members are in already. 
Of course the subscribing membership includes many more 
retired rails so the percentage isn’t quite as high. Staff mem- 
bers John Carrick and Eric Haldkiar are carrying on super- 
visory jobs from afar while reporters like Doug Richter, 
Warren Miller—both “Kable” and “Birney’—are writing in 
news. One report on some Tonopah and Tidewater news 
came via England. It is great hearing from the boys in the 
army and ships at sea and letters from them mean almost as 
much to us as a Western Railroader seems to mean to them. 

Our inquiries as to the possibilities of a railfan trip have 
met with an unforseen problem of public policy which may 
well curtail our activities for an indefinite period. Quoting 
from a letter from one of the local street railway companies: 
“You will readily realize that on account of our shortage of 
manpower, if we should have a chartered sightseeing car on 
the street and lack regular service, severe criticism would be 
made by our patrons and also possibly from the ODT.” 

Our production of Western Railroaders has also been 
curtailed by the manpower shortage in the printshop, and it 
is doubtful if we will be able to get out issues more often than 
every other month. We will do our best to meet a monthly 


schedule, but at this writing it is very unlikely that we will 
be able to do so. 





For the Western Railfan 
FRANCIS GUIDO, Editor . 

502 N. Claremont St., San Mateo, Calif. 
Subscription rates: 50c for ten issues; twenty for a dollar. 
Associate Editors: Jack Gibson and Bill Dessert Jr. 

Official Publication of the Northern California Railroad Club 
Theodore Gibson, Chairman, 118 Mt. Diablo, San Mateo, Calif. 
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wer My Favorite Rail-Photo 


1g in 
news 
1 the 
Ist as 
hem. Last October while making our annual forest insect sur- 
have | vey of the Lassen National Forest, I stopped to watch the Fruit 
may § Growers logging operations a few miles west of Eagle Lake. I 
oting f was much surprised to find their one serviceable rod engine in 
nies: J service. For two days I made plans to “get’’ it. Finally on the 
ge of f morning of October Ist I left the ranger station where we 
ar on § were staying long before daybreak and threaded my way 
ld be § through grazing herds of antelope to Champs Flat and the spur 
siding I had picked out. While the sun rose I was troubled 
been f with the thoughts that usually plague railfans—had I picked 
nd it § the right spot?—supposing they had changed their daily rou- 
than J tine and left me out in the middle of a very big sage flat hold- 
mthly {| ing the proverbial sack? To make it more interesting the sun 
> will [| had no sooner come up than heavy over-cast weather began 
to set in. 

But everything turned out well and just as I had planned. 
The train came, stopped in front of my tripod in perfect 
range, the crew turned out to be one of those super-cooper- 
ators and uncoupled the engine and spotted it for me, the 
sun came out for five minutes (and just five) , I didn’t forget 
to pull out the slide in the plate holder, etc. 

The result was, for me, the perfect locomotive picture, 
the kind I had often tried to get but failed. The lighting was 
intense but low. The background was natural to the locale, 
but did not confuse the outlines of the engine, and the engine 
was spotted in the right position with respect to the side rods 
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and the presence of the crew and a few wisps of steam showed 
that it wasn’t a dead engine. 

Aside from all these I think it is an excellent example 
of the typical small logging locomotive. Of rather ancient 
vintage, small drivers giving a short rigid wheelbase, blind 
drivers for the sharp curves, and with the peculiarly small 
engine truck and trailing wheels so often found on tinplate 
locomotives. 

Some railfans thrill at the living action shots of speeding 
trains a la Lucius Beebe, but when I hit the jackpot way out 
in the back woods on some little-seen road, I spend the rest 
of the day in a delicious aura of self-satisfaction and an uncon- 
trollable desire to head for the nearest darkroom. 

Regardless of the opinion of others this little beauty is, 
at the moment, my favorite rail photo. Maybe the fact that I 
did a lot of sleuthing and planning before hand and that | 
had to go to so much trouble and such a distance to get it has 
influenced me somewhat.—s 


ee 
eae The Red River Lumber company is 
Mere? operating two lines out of Halls Flat on the 
WP’s Bieber branch. One runs west about ten miles while an- 
other runs east about eight. Engine 102 is used in road service 
along with 103 and 104, a pair of 2-8-0’s recently purchased 
from the Weyerhauser Timber Company. A 105 has been 
purchased from the English Timber Company (Washington) 
and a 34 has been purchased from the Fruit Gowers Supply, 
but these engines have not yet been placed in service. The 
101 is switching at Westwood while the 32 is operating the 
east line at Halls Flat.—Wendt 

Yosemite Sugar Pine 4 and 5, 3t shays, have been sold 
to the government for use in the bay area. West Side Lumber 
Co. has added another five miles of track this season, making 
a total of 67 miles of narrow gauge main line.—Gibson 


rl Poe All of the teil of the Bakevdida & 


Kern Electric has been pulled up. Birney 
car No. 23 is still at the barn, but the rest of the rail equip- 
ment is gone. 

While the sole electric engine of the Visalia Electric will 
continue for the duration two new diesels are planned to op- 
erate the line as one trip per day does not justify the main- 
taining of the overhead.—Snook 
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4 a Following the defeat of the Market 


Street Railway purchase the ODT, 
through its local representative, Mr. Crowe, formerly vice 
president of the Los Angeles Railway, has given state- 
ments to the press about coordinating the two lines and to 
date the following has actually taken place: 

1. The Third Street street cars have been restored to a 
point on the far side of the old viaduct near the shipyards 
for rush hour service. 

2. The outer end of the number 26 line from Ocean 
Avenue to Daly City via San Jose Avenue has been restored as 
a street-car shuttle during the day. 

3. Street cars have been placed on the number 19, Polk- 
Larkin line, all day long to supplement the busses from Mark- 
et to Aquatic Park. 

4. A number of stops on Market Street have been elim- 
inated in a sort of skip-stop system. —Ed Wrrer 


CALIF. ST. CABLE 


ABANDONS TRANSFERS The California Street Cable 
Railroad has received permis- 


sion to discontinue the special universal transfers with the 
Market Street Railway and Municipal Railway as the loss in 
revenue did not justify the added service. Transfers with out- 
side lines are now limited to the transfer points existing be- 
fore the current raise in fares. New transfers were issued when 
the universal transfer system went into effect replacing the 
tickets formerly used. 
age saa City cars of the 900 and 200 series 
were running in tripper service on the 
Market Street interurban line to San Mateo including some 
of the new “Victory” cars which have been rebuilt in the 
company shops. The “Victory” cars are rebuilt from the for- 
mer one-man cars and have the partitions removed and have 
wooden side seats replacing the conventional cross seats. Crew 
men claim a total capacity of upwards of 300 passengers in 
these cars. 


— Hammond 16 and 17 mentioned last 


month were the 10 and 11 respectively of the 

Crossett and Western Lumber Company which shut down 

last year at Knappa, Oregon, and tore up 15 miles of track. 
5 








CASPAR SPARES - The spare engines of the Caspar 
UP FOR SALE South Fork & Eastern (Caspar Lumber 


Co.) numbers 2, 4 and 6 are up for sale according to reports 
from Caspar. Number 2 (0-4-2T) and 6 (2t-Shay) have been 
shopped recently while 4 (climax) is waiting.—Langevin 


AE attr gay tog ae. William Lee White, general 


manager for the Yosemite Valley 
Railway for the past 22 years, became general manager of the 


Central California Traction July Ist. L. A. Foster, auditor of § 


the YV will replace White as general manager.—Snook 


EAST BAY TRANSIT The K oe h aaa 
KEY SYSTEM 7th ST nl <p leo.“ qgpnc lla Memes 
work on the track connections with 


the 7th Street line at both Broadway and Washington Streets 
and while construction is underway car lines on these streets 
will ‘turn back at Eighth and Ninth. 


i einai P.E, changed plans and will not mo- 


torize 1242-1251, but 4512-4518 will be 
motorized. Ex-NWP 904 will become PE 1649. The three 
other NWP gas-electrics will become PE 1648, 1647 and 1646 
if they come south. The PE’s diesel switchers are on their way 
west and will become PE 1650 and 1651. Maritime Commis- 
sion cars are used in special operations on Newport Beach 
line and special trains of 1200's are running regularly on the 
San Bernardino line.—/ra Swett 


oars . Yosemite Valley 22 has been displaced at 


the government yard by a diesel switcher and has 
been returned to the Y.V.—%—The Oakland Terminal Rail- 
road, recently purchased by the Western Pacific and Santa 
Fe, is now operated by Sacramento Northern freight motor 
404 and Santa Fe diesel switcher 2300.—s—A short time back 
Bay Point & Clayton number 2 was shopped at Bayshore mak- 
ing the trip under its own power over the S.P.—s#—Tidewater 
Southern 100 was shopped recently at the Central California 
Traction shops at Stockton and while she was in the back 
shops CCT 8 did the switching at Modesto.—s—The Santa 
Fe board of directors have authorized the purchase of ten ad- 
ditional steam freight locomotives of the 2-10-4 type. 
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Nagel ll The first of the two new diesel 


freight locomotives, number 904, has ar- 
rived on the Western Pacific and the other, 905, is expected 
shortly. The first of the new 4-8-4 steam engines, number 
481, has been placed in service. These big semi-streamlined, 
Lima-built engines are much like the 4400’s of the SP, to 
whose orgler they are said to have been built. The engines are 
oil burners, but they may work the eastern division out of 
Salt Lake.—TBA 


De one << = A survey of the Nevada County 

Narrow Gauge reveals about only a 
quarter of a mile of track still down and that is in the yards 
at Colfax and Grass Valley. At Grass Valley the rail-bus No. 1 
and a couple of Ford rail cars keep company with an old snow 
plow and box car No. 5. At Colfax about five flats, an im- 
provised crane and locomotive No. 8 were parked after tear- 
ing up the line. The tracks have been up for almost two 
months now.-WKM 





The Switch List NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 


RAILROAD CLUB 
STANLEY A. SNOOK, P. O. Meets Saturday Evening, 


BOX 2065, FRESNO 18, CALIF. 
Will buy pics of Yosemite Sugar August 28, 1943 
Pine and Hetch Hetchy Railroad. At Home of Francis Guido 
All letters answered. 502 N. Claremont St., 


L. C. WILCOX, 44 ARNOLD San Mateo, California 
AVE., EDGEWOOD STA., PRO- 
VIDENCE 5, R.I., wants prints 
of trolleys in S. Dakota, Wyom- 
ing and Nevada. 


JACK GIBSON, 14 E. MAIN 


ST.. LOS GATOS, CALIF., has ° ° 
616 size prints of Arcata & Mad Pickering Limb. Co. 
andar ity, Calif. 


Ri : h 
iver No. 7 to sell for 6c eac Formerly Sugar Pine Railway 


plus 3c postage. 
TWELVE ENGINES - 
FRANCIS GUIDO, 502 N. 75e€ 


CLAREMONT ST., SAN MATEO, THE WESTERN RAILROADER 
CALIF., wants to trade informa- 502 N. Claremont Street 
tion and pictures of abandoned 
lumber lines of California. Views 
of lumber mills wanted. 











WESTERN RAILROAD PHOTOS 


San Mateo, California 
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